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BIOSKETCHES AND PROGRAM SUMMARY 

 
Angelika Fretzen, PhD, VP, Ironwood Pharmaceuticals 

Presentation Title: Development of Linaclotide for the Treatment of Chronic Functional 
Gastrointestinal Disorders 
 
Angelika is the Vice President of Pharmaceutical Chemistry & Development at Ironwood 
Pharmaceuticals. She joined Ironwood (formerly Microbia) in January 2001, and has played an 
integral role in both building the medicinal chemistry department and establishing state-of-the-art 
processes for creating and selecting drug candidates. Since 2004 she has added Pharmaceutical 
Development to her responsibilities and has led efforts pertaining to the chemical, analytical and 

formulation development of Ironwood’s clinical candidates. Angelika joined the linaclotide team to lead CMC related 
aspects of the program all the way to approval in the US and in Europe. Prior to joining Ironwood, Angelika Fretzen was an 
Alexander von Humboldt Fellow in the Department of Chemistry and Chemical Biology at Harvard University. Angelika 
received her MS in organic chemistry from the University of Würzburg in Germany and completed her Ph.D. at the 
Université de Genève in Switzerland. She obtained an MBA from Suffolk University in Boston. 

 
Scott A. Biller, PhD, Chief Scientific Officer, Agios Pharmaceuticals 

Presentation Title: Science and Strategy at Agios 
 
Scott joined Agios Pharmaceuticals as Chief Scientific Officer in September of 2010. Previous to 
Agios, he was Vice President and Head of Global Discovery Chemistry at the Novartis Institutes for 
BioMedical Research, responsible for the world-wide chemistry functions. Prior to Novartis, Scott was 
Vice President, Pharmaceutical Candidate Optimization and Executive Director of Metabolic 
Diseases Chemistry at the Bristol Myers Squibb Pharmaceutical Research Institute. Under his 
leadership, the Metabolic Diseases Area discovered multiple clinical candidates, including three 

marketed drugs. Scott gained his SB degree at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1976 and his PhD in Organic 
Chemistry in 1982 at the California Institute of Technology. He held an NIH Postdoctoral Fellowship in natural product 
synthesis at Columbia University (1982-1983). He has nearly100 patents and publications. 
 

Juan F. Rivera, MBA, Managing Partner, Simon-Kucher and Partners US Division 

Presentation Title: Sooner Rather Than Later: Pricing and Market Access in New Product Planning 
 
Juan is Simon-Kucher's US Managing Partner and joined Simon-Kucher and Partners LLC, the US 
arm of Simon-Kucher, in its start-up phase and has led many efforts to scale up the Company. He is 
an expert in pricing, reimbursement and commercial strategy in the life sciences. He has advised 
more than 20 global pharmaceutical, biotechnology, medical device and diagnostic companies in 
more than 15 countries. He has crafted strategies for 2 of the world’s 10 best-selling drugs and has 
advised on the launch of over 25 products including many specialty therapies. Prior to joining Simon-

Kucher and Partners, Juan worked for Cooper Industries, where he completed the corporate management training 
program and held various domestic and international assignments. Juan received an MBA with High Honors from Boston 
University and a BS in Industrial Engineering from Texas A&M University. 

 
Sheila DeWitt, PhD, President & CEO, DeuteRx 

Presentation Title: a Virtual Biotech Success Story - from Deuteria Pharmaceuticals to DeuteRx 
 
Sheila is a Senior Life Sciences Executive & Entrepreneur with 25 years of experience in 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies. She is currently the President & CEO of DeuteRx, a 
virtual biotech company pioneering “Deuterium-Enabled Chiral Switching.”  DeuteRx is a spin-out 
company from Deuteria Pharmaceuticals, where Sheila was also President & CEO. As VP of 
Business Development, Discovery and Manufacturing at EPIX, she led the $125M merger to 

transition EPIX from imaging to therapeutics (EPIX-Predix), led the $28M sale of the 1st FDA approved MRA imaging drug 
(EPIX-Lantheus), and managed global R&D functions through Phase 2 trials.  Sheila has founded/co-founded five 
companies (Diversomer, Orchid, Deuteria Pharmaceuticals, JSD Partners, DeuteRx) and led the turnaround of several 
Business Units (Orchid, ArQule). In addition to numerous publications, patents, and presentations, Sheila is internationally 
recognized as a scientific pioneer in combinatorial chemistry (Parke-Davis, Diversomer). She earned her B.A. in Chemistry 
from Cornell University and Ph.D. in Synthetic Organic Chemistry from Duke University. 
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